MAYOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Residents,

Over the past few years reductions in state aid, loss of revenues and the general economic downturn has seriously impacted every community in New Jersey. As a result, we are seeing a change in how governments at all levels are providing services, and how these services are paid for. Every community is facing the real prospect of reducing services. 

We have been managing the financial impacts of these issues by reducing our workforce through attrition while attempting to minimize service disruptions. Attrition over the past two years has reduced our workforce by 10%. We have worked to reduce the impacts of workforce reductions by reorganizing and redistributing duties. However, certain services have been reduced. These include the Board of Health and Tax Assessor’s offices being open only half a day and the Road Department reducing the frequency of drainage work, cleanup, and other services. In addition our Police Department is operating with reduced manpower while continuing to provide for the safety of our residents. Wanaque is not alone in these cutbacks. Communities all across New Jersey are taking similar actions. 

As we begin preparing the 2011 budget, the Borough Council and I will look to do whatever we can to maintain services, while working within the state mandated 2% CAP. We are fortunate to have great employees who work for our town. They are doing their best to do more with less.

The economic downturn has put some of our redevelopment projects on hold. However, our redevelopment plan on Union Court has drawn the interest of a developer interested in building a second hotel. 

The last building at Wanaque Reserve is now under construction. Eight buildings are fully occupied and Pulte Homes has begun closing units in the ninth building. The Candle Factory project is in bankruptcy, but we are pursuing the bonding company to have certain improvements completed, including cleaning up the site and paving Fourth Avenue. We are working with the mortgage holder to try to resurrect this project. A lawsuit was filed against the developer of Mountain Lakes Estates off of Conklintown Road to have the foundations and buildings torn down to eliminate safety concerns and to have the road resurfacing completed.

The Council and I along with our Borough employees will work to continue to keep Wanaque a great town. Only together can we make it even greater.

Dan Mahler
Mayor

