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BOROUGH OF WANAQUE
COUNTY OF PASSAIC
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 12, 2026

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Wanaque was held on Monday, January 12,
2026. Mayor Daniel Mahler called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with the Salute to the Flag.

Official Roll Call:

In attendance: Mayor Danicl Mahler
Councilman Thomas Balunis
Councilman Dominick Cortellessa
Councilman Robert C. Kronyak
Councilman Edward Leonard
Councilman Donald Pasquariello
Councilman Robert Pettet

Also in attendance: Anthony Fiorello, Borough Attorney, and Leena Abaza, Borough Clerk.
Absent: Robert Hermansen, Borough Administrator, was absent with prior notice.

Sunshine Statement: Mayor Mahler read:

This is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council and adequate notice of this matter has been provided by the
Mayor and Council by e-mailing notice of this meeting to the Suburban Trends and the Herald News
newspapers on December 12, 2025 and a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the Wanaque
Muricipal Building, 579 Ringwood Avenue, Wanaque, New Jersey, on December 12, 2025, A copy is on file in
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Sports Awards

¢ Lakeland Junior Soccer
Mayor Mahler presented the recognition certificates to the Lakeland Junior Soccer Team.

Minutes Approval:

»November 10, 2025
»December 8, 2025
»December 22, 2025

Motion: Cortellessa
Second: Balunis

Regular Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting Minutes
Special Meeting Minutes
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Roll Call:
Yes: Balunis, Cortellessa, Kronyak, Leonard, Pasquariello, Pettet
No: -0- '
Ordinances:

¢ None.

Council Committee Reports:

v

Councilman Balunis — Recreation — read report.

Councilman Cortellessa — Wanague First Aid Squad - read repott.

Councilman Kronyak — Fire Department — read report,

Councilman I eonard — Department of Public Works (DPW) - read report.
DPW January Report

Councilman Pasquariello — Police Department — read report.

Councilman Pettet — Open Space — read report.

Councilman Pettet — Finance Committee — read report.

Mayor Report: no official report.

Consent Agenda:

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single
motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council request specific
items to be removed for separate action. The following resolutions on the Consent Agenda are hereby
approved (Resolution # 2026-54a fo Resolution # 2026-63)

RESOLUTION # 2026-54a Resolution approving the 2026 Borough of Wanaque Holidays (REVISED)

RESOLUTION # 2026-55a Declaring an Emergency — for awarding a contract for immediate repairs related to
a Water Main Break on Union Ave.

RESOLUTION # 2026-56a Resolution for Inter Appropriation Reserve Transfers

RESOLUTION # 2026-57 Approve Appointment of New Firefighter, Fire Department 2
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RESOLUTION # 2026-58 Resolution authorizing the Award of a Contract for Affordable Housing
Administrative Agent Services awarded as a Fair and Open “Professional Service”
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 for the calendar year 2026 (REVISED)

RESOLUTION # 2026-59 Resolution approving medical leave of absence for Employee # 00058, beginning
December 19, 2026, to TBD

RESOLUTION #2026-60 Resolution appointing Special Police Law Enforcement Officer and Police
Chaplain for 2026 in the Borough of Wanaque Police Department

RESOLUTION # 2026-61 Resolution authouzing the hiring of Tiffany Rogers as a full-time Chief T Tmanmal
Officer

RESOLUTION # 2026-62 Resolution authorizing signatures on all checks and issuing payments for. the
Borough of Wanaque

RESOLUTION # 2026-63 Authorizing the award of contract to Alpha Doors & Security for ADA Door
Improvements in the Borough of Wanagque for $43,578.80

Application: Tow Truck — Ringwood Towing LLC., 89 Greenwood Lake Turnpike, Ringwood
Application: Tow Truck - Jessica’s Towing and Recovery LL.C., 400 Union Avenue, Haskell
Application: Used Car Lot ~ City Motor Group, 1368 Ringwood Avenue, Haskell
Application: Used Car Lot — Ameri-Car Trucks Sales, Inc., Haskell

Mayor: Any comments from the Governing Body on the Resolutions?

Public Hearing

The mayor opened it up to the Pubic. “Anyone from the Public would like to address

The Mayor & Council on any one of these Resolutions, please step forward, state your name and address, and
issue.”

Sandy Lawson, the resolution for the ADA Compliance doors. Did we ever get fined for not having them?
Where did the funding come from?

Mayor Mahler, we never received fines. The funding came from a Passaic County CDBG Grant for around
$52,000. The rest of the money will be used for the Wanaque Public Library.

Adoption of Consent Agenda Resolutions.
Motion: Leonard
Second: Pasquariello

Roll Call:
Yes: Balunis, Cortellessa, Kronyak, Leonard, Pasquariello, Pettet
No: -0-
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Professional Reports:

Anthony Fiorello — Borough Attorney

Numerous issues that [ will report on. One is the legal action on the Mountain Lakes condemnation action,
which was moved to be dismissed by the defendant. Judge Filko denied their request. The defendant then asked
to stay the decision, and that also was denied. There are forty-five days from December 19 for them to appeal
this decision. The approximate date for a decision to be made on this matter is mid-February. The state has
appointed a Condemnation Committee that is comprised of Michael J. Pasquale, Esq., Stuart Reiser, Esq., and
Frank M. Coscia, Esq. When!they are appomted they will receive reports and evaluations to assess the
condemnation matters. Tax Appeal season is apploachlng in April, which is the local tax appeals for the County
of Passaic. The Borough of Wanaque normally receives 20 tax appeals. Our new Tax Assessor, Brian Smith,
will be handling the tax appeals. The Mountain Lakes federal litigation matter is still pending. The sale of the
borough property has come to a completion; there are two property owners, and $18,000 was paid.

Robert Hermansen - Borough Administrator
+ No report.

New Business: None

Finance Report: Councilman Pettet

¢ No report.

Public Discussion:

The mayor opened it up to the public. “Anybody from the public would like to address the Mayor & Council on
any topic, please step forward, state your name, address, and issue.”

The mayor stated that we will close the Public Portion.

Barry Bronstein, at my location, we do not have on-site parking. We need a variety, so we do not keep getting
summoned during the snow. It is a six-unit condo.

Mayor Mahler asked if they could park in the municipal lot and deferred the matter to the Police Chief. He
asked Mr. Bronstein to give his contact information to Leena Abaza.

Sandy Lawson asked Borough Attorney M. Fiorello to explain the Mountain Lakes litigation- what does it
mean that the judge ruled against the judgment stay?
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Anthony Fiorello said that the judge ruled against the motion to dismiss the condemnation action. Judge Filko
was asked to make a staying decision on the condemnation decision — the judge denied that request as well.
There is a forty-five-day period for them to appeal. A declaration of taking was filed by the borough. Money
will be paid for that property, and the borough will own that property unless an appeal is granted.

Sandy Lawson approved years ago, which was also the development of 128 single-family homes. What is going
to happen with that- is that still in place? :

Anthony Fiorello, they must start anew. 4

Mayor Mahler, his permits have expired. We spoke to the NJDEP Commissioner, and it was a very positive
conversation, but the NJDEP Commissioner might change, so we would have to have another conversation with
NIDEP.

Sandy Lawson, will Steven Lake will it be restored for the community as a recreational amenity?

Mayor Mahler, we are not sure. Steven Lakes backs up to the Rampo State Park. We would like the state to buy
it under Green Acres, and then Steven Lakes might be restored. There is also an abandoned property hearing
that will take place before or after the next Mayor and Council Meeting,

Sandy Lawson, Highland Exemption — is that still in effect?

Mayor Mahler, I would think, but we did not get a definitive answer on that.

Motion to Adjourn Meeting at 8:15 p.m.

Motion: Leonard
Second: Pasquariello

Roll Call:

Yes: Balunis, Cortellessa, Kronyak, Leonard, Pasquariello, Pettet
No: -0-

Page 5 of 11




Approved for release on March 9, 2026

BOROUGH OF WANAQUE
COUNTY OF PASSAIC
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 12, 2026

RESOLUTION # 2026-54a Resolution approving the 2026 Borough of Wanaque Holidays (REVISED)

2026 HOLIDAYS
Thursday January 1 New Year’s Day (Observed)
Monday January 19  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Monday February 16  President’s Day
Friday April 3 Good Friday
Monday May 25 Memorial Day
Friday July 3 Day before Independence Day
Monday September 7 Labor Day

Wednesday  November 11 Veterans Day (Observed)
Thursday November 26 Thanksgiving

Friday November 27 Day after Thanksgiving
Thursday December 24  Christmas Eve
Friday December 25  Christmas Day

Thursday December 31 %2 New Years Eve
Floating Holiday (2)

RESOLUTION # 2026-55a Declaring an Emergency — for awarding a contract for immediate repairs related to
a Water Main Break on Union Ave.

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Wanaque finds and declares an emergency situation has developed
with regard to a water main break on Union Ave; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body further finds and declares that this poses an imminent threat to the public health, safety,
and welfare of an emergent nature that warrants immediate remedial action; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body further finds and declares that N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6 authorizes a municipality to
negotiate and/or award a contract without public advertisement when an emergency affecting the public health, safety, or
welfare requires the immediate performance of services; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body further finds and declares that the Department of Public Works, acting in the
reasonable belief that an emergency affecting the public health, safety, and weifare requires immediate remedial action
without public advertisement for services;

WHEREAS, the Governing Body further finds and declares that the Department of Public Works has appropriately
recommended that the immediate repair of the water main break on Union Ave be remedied through the emergency award
of a contract to the following vendor:

Carner Brothers Utilities

WHEREAS, the emergency costs do not exceed $10,000.00, and the CFO or their designee has certified the availability
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of funds;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Wanaque does hereby declare
the existence of a public emergency warranting remediation through emergency contract awards to the above-mentioned
vendors.

RESOLUTION # 2026-56a Resolution for Inter Appropriation Reserve Transfers

Be It Resolved by the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Wanaque that the following inter-appropriation
reserve transfers affecting the iyear 2025 Local Municipal Budget be approved: ;

t

Be It Further Resolved That the proper Borough Officers are hereby directed to enter the said transfers on the
financial records of the Borough:

CURRENT - FROM CURRENT -TO

Legal O/E $40,000.00 Roads S/W  $8,500.00

Police S/'W  $44,500.00 Roads O/E $ 38,000.00

Building O/E  § 10,000.00

Recreation S/'W  $ 3,000.00

Clerk O/E $ 5,000.00

Social Security O/E  $5,000.00

Finance O/E $ 5,000.00

Solid Waste O/E  $10,000.00
TOTAL $ 84,500,00 TOTAL $ 84,500.00

RESOLUTION # 2026-57 Approve Appointment of New Firefighter, Fire Department 2
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BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Wanaque, that the following individuals be
accepted as probationary members of the Wanaque Fire Department, and they are authorized to sign the
Borough Roll:

David Longo — Fire Co. 2

RESOLUTION # 2026-58 Resolution authorizing the Award of a Contract for Affordable Housing
Administrative Agent Services awarded as a Fair and Open “Professional Service”
,i. in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 for the calendar year 2026 (REVISED)
WHEREAS, on November 26, 2025, the Borough of Wanaque announced through its official Municipal
Website, http://www.wanaqueborough.com, that it was soliciting proposals for various professional services
under the “Fair and Open” provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq; and

WHEREAS, proposals were received on December 17, 2025, and reviewed by the Borough Administrator;
and,

WHEREAS upon review by the Borough Council, it is agreed to make certain appointments under the “Fair
and Open” provisions of the law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following professional appointments are made for the
year 2026 in accordance with N.J.S.A.40A:11-5 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.:

Affordable Housing Administrative Agent Services:

Housing Rehabilitation Program Manager: Community Grants, Planning & Housing
1249 South River Road STE 301
Cranbury, NJ 08512

1.That the services to be rendered shall comply with the Laws of New Jersey.

2. These appointments are made without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under the provisions
of the Local Public Contracts Law because these services are performed by a recognized profession licensed
and regulated by law.

3. A copy of this resolution, certified to be a true copy by the Borough Clerk, shall be advertised as required by
law within ten (10} days from the date of adoption.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Professionals are directed to prepare a written contract to be

executed with the Borough, and that a copy of this Resolution, the Business Entity Disclosure Certification, and
the Contract shall be placed on file with the Cletk of the Borough.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds will be available in
the Borough’s Housing Trust Fund in an amount not to exceed the sum of $15,600 for one year from January 1,
2026, through December 31, 2026, in accordance with the terms and conditions as outlined in the Request for

Proposals;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be published in the Suburban Trends as
required by Law. ,

Dated: January 12,2026 ‘
CERTIFICATION OF AVAILABLE FUNDS

As required by N.J.S.A. 40A:4-57, N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.1 et seq., and any other applicable requirement, I, Tiffany
Rogers, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Wanaque, have ascertained that there are sufficient
uncommitted funds in the line item specified below to award the contract specified in the above resolution, in
the amount specified below. I further certify that I will encumber these funds upon the passage of this

resolution.

Borough Housing Trust Fund Professional Service -  Affordable Housing Administrative Agent
Line-ltem Description , Services: Housing Rehabilitation Program
Manager: Community Grants, Planning &

Housing

Amount - $170.00 per hour
Not to Exceed: $15.600.00

1/12/2026
Tiffany Rogers, Chief Financial Officer Date

RESOLUTION # 2026-59 Resolution approving medical leave of absence for Employee # 00058, beginning
December 19, 2026, to TBD

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Wanaque, that they
accept notice of medical leave of absence for Employee # 00058, beginning December 19, 2025, to TBD.

RESOLUTION # 2026-60 Resolution appointing Special Police Law Enforcement Officer and Police
Chaplain for 2026 in the Borough of Wanaque Police Department

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Wanaque has determined that it is in the best interests of
the Borough to appoint Special Law Enforcement Officers to the Wanaque Police Department; and
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WHEREAS, the Chief of Police pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-146.10(e) has confirmed the eligibility and
qualifications of such to the position of Special Law Enforcement Officers with the Wanaque Police
Department; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Wanaque, that the
following officers are hereby appointed as Special Law Enforcement Officers for a term not to exceed one (1)
year pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:14-146.14 with the Wanaque Police Department, effective immediately upon the
adoption hereof;

Robert Passarella Class} Special 8
Police Chaplain: Pastor Daniel Girlando

RESOLUTION # 2026-61 Resolution authorizing the hiring of Tiffany Rogers as a full-time Chief Financial
Officer

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Wanaque, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey requires
the services of a qualified Chief Financial Officer to manage the financial affairs of the Borough: and

WHEREAS, Tiffany Rogers has demonstrated the necessary qualifications, experience, and hold the required
certification to serve as Chief Financial Officer; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Governing Body of the Borough of Wanaque to formally appoint Mrs,
Rogers to said position for a term in accordance with law; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Wanaque,
in County of Passaic and State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.Per N.J.S.A. 40A:9-12.1 and N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.10, Tiffany Rogers is hereby appointed to the position of
Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Wanaque, effective January 1, 2026.

2.That the term of appointment shall be effective January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2029,

RESOLUTION # 2026-62 Resolution authorizing signatures on all checks and issuing payments for the
Borough of Wanaque

BE IT RESOLVED, that Daniel Mahler, Robert Hermansen, Leena Abaza, Sherry Gallagher & Tiffany Rogers
are authorized as signatories on Borough accounts: three of whom will be the required signers on Borough
checks.
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FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that Provident Bank is hereby authorized to accept the manual or facsimile
signatures on Borough checks.

RESOLUTION # 2026-63 Authorizing the award of contract to Alpha Doors & Security for ADA Door
Improvements in the Borough of Wanaque for $43,578.80

WHEREAS, the Borough of Wanaque received a proposal for ADA Door Improvements at the Municipal
Building and the Wanaque Library on August 19, 2025; and

WIEREAS;! Alpha Doors & Security submitted a proposal to provide services for $43,578.80; and

WHEREAS, this matter was evaluated and reviewed by the Borough Administrator and Public Works
Superintendent; and

WHEREAS, the CFO has certified funds for this ADA Improvement Project for $43,578.80;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of Wanaque, State of
New Jersey, does hereby authorize the award of a contract for the ADA Door Improvement Project in the
Borough of Wanaque to Alpha Doors & Security, 1001 Willow Ave., Hoboken, NJ 07030, for the amount of
$43, 578.80. :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Administrator and Public Works Supetintendent are hereby
authorized to execute the agreement attached herein.

lly%tted,
G

a Abaza, RMC; CMC, CMR
orough Clerk
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