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BOROUGH OF WANAQUE
COUNTY OF PASSAIC
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 27, 2026

The Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Wanaque was held on Tuesday, January 27,
2026. Mayor Daniel Mahler called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with the Salute to the Flag,

Official Roll Call:
In attendance:  Mayor Daniel Mahler
Councilman Thomas Balunis
Councilman Dominick Cortellessa
Councilman Robert C. Kronyak
Councilman Donald Pasquariello
Councilman Robert Pettet ) 1

Also in attendance: Anthony Fiorello, Borough attorney; Robert Hermansen, Borough Administrator; Leena
Abaza, Borough Clerk, Robert Benecke. CMFO, Borough Planner/Economic Development Consultant, and
Heather Goldstein, Esq.

Absent: Councilman Leonard with prior notice.

Sunshine Statement: Mayor Mahler read:

This is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council and adequate notice of this matter has been provided by the
Mayor and Council by e-mailing notice of this meeting to the Suburban Trends and the Herald News
newspapers on December 12, 2025 and a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the Wanaque
Municipal Building, 579 Ringwood Avenue, Wanaque, New Jersey, on December 12, 2025, and a copy is on
file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Executive Session:
Mayor Mahler requested a motion and a second to go into Executive Session. Time: 7:06 pm.

Motion: Pasquariello
Second: Pettet

Roll Call:
Yes: Balunis, Cortellessa, Kronyak, Pasquariello, Pettet
No: -0-

Borough Attorney Anthony Fiorello read the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, (NJ.S.A. 10:4-12)
permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public Body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Wanaque,
County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, as follows:

> The public shall be excluded from the discussion of action upon the hereinafter specified subject
matter,
» The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows:

> Litigation
| !
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Mayor and Council shall release and disclose to the general public the
discussion and actions taken on the subject matter of the above-mentioned closed session when the reasons for
discussing and acting on the matter in closed session no longer exist, but no later than one month of the Mayor
and Council arrive at a final decision on the specified subject,

Mayor Mahler requested a motion and a second to retumm to the regular order of business. Time; 7:35 pm.

Motion: Pasquariello
Second: Pettet

Roll Call:
Yes: Balunis, Cortellessa, Kronyak, Pasquariello, Pettet
No: -0-

Consent Agenda:

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are routine and will be acted upon by a single motion. There will be
no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council request specific items fo be removed for
separate action. The following resolution on the Consent Agenda is hereby approved (Resolution # 2026-64)

RESOLUTION # 2026-64 Resolution authorizing Legal Indemnification to transfer certain property
regarding Lakeside Manor

Mayor: Any comments from the Governing Body on the Resolutions?

Public Hearing
The mayor opened it up to the Pubic. “Anyone from the Public would like to address
The Mayor & Council on any one of these Resolutions, please step forward, state your name and address, and

issue.”

No comments from the public.
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Adopt Consent Agenda Resolution.

Motion: Pasquariello

Second: Cortellessa

Roll Call:

Yes: Balunis, Cortellessa, Kronyak, Pasquariello, Pettet

No: -0-

Professional Reports: I

> None.

New Business:

> None.

Finance Report: Councilman Pettet

»None,

Public Discussion:

The mayor opened it up to the public. “Anybody from the public would like to address the Mayor & Council on
any topic, please step forward, state your name, address, and issue.”

Sandy Lawson, sometime ago, we put in an Open Space Grant Application for the ACE Bridge. The funds were
repurposed for another project. She requested that the mayor and council consider getting a grant for the ACE
Bridge.

Mayor Mahler said we will look into it.
The mayor stated that we will close the Public Portion.
Motion to Adjourn Meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Motion: Cortellessa
Second: Pasquariello

Roll Call:
Yes: Balunis, Cortellessa, Kronyak, Pasquariello, Pettet

No: -0-
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