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PLANNING BOARD       MARCH 16, 2023 

BOROUGH OF WANAQUE 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

 

 

Meeting called to order by Mayor Daniel Mahler with a salute to the flag at 7:10PM 

 

 

READING:  Open Public Meeting Announcement 

This is Regular Meeting of the Wanaque Planning Board and adequate notice has been 

given and it has been duly advertised by the placement of a notice in the Suburban Trends 

on January 29, 2023, and a notice thereof has been posted on the bulletin board in the 

Municipal Building in the Borough of Wanaque, on the Borough’s website, a copy thereof 

has been on file with the Borough. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Mayor Daniel Mahler, Councilman Dominick Cortellessa, Members 

Charles Strobel, David Slater and Jack Jordan  

 

PRESENT:  Attorney Steven Veltri 

 

ABSENT:  Chairman Gilbert Foulon, Vice Chairman Joseph Graceffo, Members Kevin, 

Platt, Jack Crilly and Mary Leonard and Engineer Michael Cristaldi 

 

Mayor Mahler:  Five (5) Members are present and that constitutes a quorum. 

 

 

APPLICATION STATUS:  Engineer’s Report – There is none 

 

 

DISCUSSIONS: 

1. County of Passaic – Plan For Highlands Rail Trail – Phase I  

Postponed until our next meeting on April 20, 2023 

 

2. PB2022-04 Wanaque Depo Urban Renewal LLC, 30 Union Avenue, Haskell, NJ 

    Postponed to a future date 

 

Both of these postponements have been at the request of the County and the Applicant. 
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NEW BUSINESS APPLICATION:  All 4 Therapy (Speech Therapy) 

 Business Owner:  Elif Hajaluga 

 Property Owner:  Haskell Town Center LLC  

 Property Address:  1069 Ringwood Avenue, Haskell, NJ 

 

Appearing on behalf of the New Business is Elif Hajaluga and Marie Malyarovich 

 

 

Ms. Malyarovich:  We are a speech and language facility.  We are a therapy center.  We 

provide speech, language and feeding therapy for both children and adults.  Right now, we 

are five (5) days a week.  Our hours are 9am to 7pm and we see anywhere from about 14 to 

20 patients per day. 

Mayor Mahler:  I visited their facility and they do a fantastic job.  Any questions for them? 

 

Member Strobel:   How long have you been in business?   

Ms. Hajaluga:  We have been in business for approximately one year but we’ve recently 

moved to the Haskell Town Center. 

Mayor Mahler:  I believe you were in Pompton Lakes before. 

Ms. Hajaluga:  Yes. 

Member Strobel:  Do you advertise? 

Ms. Hajaluga:  We do primarily on social media.  We have a Google ad running.  We’ve 

done a few sponsorships.  When we were housed in Pompton Lakes, we did a sponsorship 

with their soccer team and always looking for things like that. 

 

Member Slater:  I guess parking is adequate with the Town Center. 

Ms. Hajaluga:  Yes.  We don’t foresee any issues.  It is ample. 

Mayor Mahler:  Plenty of parking. 

 

Councilman Cortellessa:  I assume you have your licenses and your training.  Where did 

you get your training?  The reason why I am asking is my grandson, when he was a little 

guy, went to St. Joseph’s for feeding training.  I was just curious as to if there was a link 

back to St. Joseph’s or where you were trained. 

Ms. Hajaluga:  In my Grad Program, actually our training for feeding wellness was on site 

at St. Joe’s.  The program has changed significantly since my training there.  They run a 

very different feeding program.  Their in-patient is intense.  It is five days a week and all 

meals are done there.  It is primarily for the kiddos who really are struggling.  The feeding 

kiddos that we see they come on a weekly basis, once or twice a week.  A lot of them 

primarily are those who just have not developed skills for feeding or those that have 

aversions, sensory versions, picky eaters, really narrow diets.  For some of these families, 

that’s a struggle. 

Councilman Cortellessa:  Are you going to have food services there as well? 

Ms. Hajaluga:  No, the families provide their own food. 

Ms. Malyarovich:  The only thing we have is a place to heat it, so just a microwave. 

 

Member Strobel:  So where does the speech and language come in? 

Ms. Malyarovich:  Typically, a speech pathologist will work with both feeding and speech 
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and language.  We also service adults and kids that have articulation issues, language 

issues, social pragmatic issues, difficulty in socializing with peers.  One of  our new 

programs is actually is a pragmatic language group so we have a few kids come in, we 

facilitate their play, we help them engage and grow, with our guidance, so that when they 

go back out into their schools, or wherever out in the community, they a few more skills 

under their belt that they can use successfully. 

Member Strobel:  Okay.  Have you gone to Wanaque and Haskell Schools? 

Ms. Malyarovich:  We have not yet. 

Member Strobel:  My wife is an aide in Garfield and she does the Special Ed Program for 

three, four and five year olds.  I think that would be something interesting for them also. 

Ms. Hajaluga:  My first job as an SLP was at Garfield in the High School.  I know the 

district well and it’s a great school district. 

 

Member Slater:  Do you deal with stuttering?  I’m not sure if that’s the correct word. 

Ms. Hajaluga:  No, that’s exactly what it is.  It is absolutely a stutter. 

Member Slater:  It is interesting that one of the professional players stutters and I want to 

say Lamar Jackson, and one of the rookies came up under him and he blended in well with 

him because they both had the condition. 

Ms. Malyarovich:  Marilyn Monroe was a stutter. 

Member Slater:  Is it true that this is never considered cured? 

Ms. Hajaluga:  It is true.  People who stutter learn strategies and they learn who to 

compensate, but they will always be a stutterer and, unfortunately, it comes out in 

circumstances where they’re nervous or excited.  So, yes, they are actually never cured but 

some of them do a pretty good job and you would never know.  It is a pretty rewarding 

field. 

 

Mayor Mahler:  Is there a Motion to Approve? 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE:  made by Member Slater, seconded by Councilman Cortellessa. 

Voting yes were Mayor Mahler, Councilman Cortellessa, Members Strobel, Slater and 

Jordan       Motion Approved 

 

 

MINUTES:  from the  January 19, 2023 Meeting. 

MOTION TO APPROVE:  made by Member Strobel, seconded by Councilman 

Cortellessa. Voting yes were Mayor Mahler, Councilman Cortellessa, Members Strobel, 

Slater and Jordan 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  Construction Official Michael Hafner 

 

Lakeland Regional High School 

Mr. Hafner:  I just wanted to address the Board about a conversation I had with Bill 

Grimes from Lakeland High School.  He is in charge of Buildings & Grounds.  They are 

replacing the grass football field with a turf football field.  Apparently the approval for 

funding has come in.  We didn’t think that it rose to the occasion to come before the Board.  
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They are not making any changes in anything there.  They are simply pulling up the grass 

and putting down turf.  No lighting changes, no fencing changes, no track changes, no 

stand changes; nothing.  I told him that I would bring it to the Board to let you know and, 

if for any reason you felt that they needed to come, even though the School is not required 

to appear before the Board but they do, on most occasions, for courtesy reviews on when 

they have an addition to the School or some big project.  However, this is something that is 

not consequential to anything.  I figured that I just wanted to let you guys know and if you 

thought that you needed or wanted to see it, I can rely that back to him. 

 

Attorney Veltri:  As Mike said, it is not required under State law.  In the past, I have 

represented school districts and we did, as a courtesy, go in front of the Planning Board to 

explain the plan and a lot of their concern was traffic, dust, dirt, things of that nature on 

the roadway.  Mike explained that they are not making any changes at all to the site, so it is 

really up to the Board if you want to see it, hear about it and you want to ask questions 

about how it is going to affect the roadways and traffic and etc., we can request that they 

come in.  Most School Boards will oblige, but it is not a requirement and it is not 

mandatory.  It is up to the Board. 

 

Member Slater:  I think worries about dust on the road, every construction site has a 

gravel pathway and trucks cannot track dirt out on the road or the contractor is 

responsible to clean it up if they do 

Mayor Mahler:  Plus at the School, there is a distance to the road. 

Board Secretary:  I think they are doing it in the summertime. 

Mr. Hafner:  From what I understand, they’ll do it after School closes.  They are hoping to 

before August when they can start practicing and using it. 

Member Jordan:  About three (3) weeks? 

Mr. Hafner:  I would assume that they are going to try and do it at fast as they can.  They 

obviously have to take out what they have there, put in the underlayment, the appropriate 

drainage and all that stuff and then put the turf on.  When I asked him about the extent of 

the project, again, that was it, they weren’t even replacing the track that goes around it.  

They were just going to protect that, drive over it and do the field.  They aren’t even doing 

the end zones where there are apparently different activities (track and field).  I know 

typically a turf field will have some sort of base and some sort of drainage system because it 

has to take the water down and disperse it. 

 

Member Jordan:  Can I ask you a question, and this is on a different subject, but I see all 

of the playground equipment by Wanaque School, do you know where or when that’s going 

up? 

Mr. Hafner:  I have no idea.  Playground equipment is not regulated. 

Mayor Mahler:  I think the Board of Ed purchased that because they were getting a lot of 

heat over the playground that is there because it was put in 1993, so it’s been there 30 

years, and it has wear and tear, and it was steel coated with hard plastic and some of the 

hard plastic came off and some of the mothers complained.  Wanaque School is in a little 

better shape so I know they are replacing the one at the Haskell School. 

Member Jordan:  They are going to take it down and put a whole new one it then. 

Mayor Mahler:  I think so, yeah. 
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Member Jordan:  That playground is used a lot, including me and my grandchildren. 

 

Member Strobel:  Is Addice Park every going to paved? 

Mayor Mahler:  There is an issue there because part of the parking lot goes through the 

flood way so the Engineer is applying to the DEP to get an exception to pave. 

Member Strobel:  I was walking the track at Addice Park and watched a kid take a spill in 

one of the potholes there. 

Mayor Mahler:  We were going to pave it a year ago last spring and then we found out that 

part of the parking lot is in the floodway so we weren’t going to just pave half it and then 

leave the other half gravel.  We have to go to the DEP to get their approval and they sit on 

stuff. 

 

Councilman Cortellessa:  Mike, I don’t think we have to worry about the residents on those 

streets in terms of trucks going in to pull out all the stuff and put it back.  I don’t think that 

is an issue there. 

Mr. Hafner:  Again, I don’t know any of the minute details, but if the Board felt that they 

wanted to do that I would absolutely have Bill contact Jennifer. 

Member Jordan:  They have that whole parking lot.  They are going to have plenty room 

for everything they want to do. 

Mr. Hafner:  Yes, because if they are taking it out through the parking lot behind the old 

building, it is a long way before they even get to the road.  When they get to the road, there 

is no residents on it. 

 

Mayor Mahler:  I don’t think there is any reason.  Does anyone on the Board think there is 

a reason that they should come before us, I don’t. 

Member Jordan:  No. 

Mayor Mahler:  Everyone agree? 

 

 

1161 Ringwood Avenue (Corner of Coles Avenue) 

Mr. Hafner updated the Board on the progress of this property. They have small 

modifications to the handicap ramp so it is not going to be so in your face.  It is going to 

come out the back so that will be visually more attractive.  They are working on the 

building now.  They have had a few inspections.  Minor things you may have noticed is they 

have all new windows in and they have the plumbing in.  I did talk to them about maybe 

stepping up his efforts in the yard and I got an assurance that they will happen. 

 

 

Brook Street 

This property had the four or five businesses there.  We are waiting for an application 

before the Board of Adjustment. 
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VOUCHERS:  submitted by Steven J. Veltri, Esq. for attendance at the March 16, 2023 

Meeting in the amount of $400. 

MOTION TO APPROVE VOUCHERS:  made by Member Jordan, seconded by 

Councilman Cortellessa.  Voting yes were Mayor Mahler, Councilman Cortellessa, 

Members Strobel, Slater and Jordan 

  

 

PUBLIC DISCUSSION:  Anyone in the audience wishing to address the Planning Board on 

any Planning Board matter please step forward and state your name and address? 

Let the record show no one came forward. 

 

 

RESOLUTION:  None 

 

 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 7:24PM:  Motion made by Councilman Cortellessa, 

seconded by Member Slater, and carried by a voice vote. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      Jennifer A. Fiorito, Planning Board Secretary 

 


